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of Kultar in great dimensions. Weimar produced a
Goethe and a Schiller; still these poets would have
been greater had they been citizens of a German
national state. . . . '

ON WAR

The idea of perpetual peace is an illusion supported
only by those of weak character. It has always been the
weary, spiritless, and exhausted ages which have played
with the dream of perpetual peace. A thousand
touching portraits testify to the sacred power of the
love which a righteous war awakes in noble nations. It
is altogether impossible that peace be maintained in a
world bristling with arms, and even God will see to it
that war always recurs as a drastic medicine for the hu-
man race. Among great states the greatest political sin
and the most contemptible is feebleness. It is the polit-
ical sin against the Holy Ghost.

War is elevating because the individual disappears be-
fore the preat conception of the state. The devotion of
the members of a community to each other is nowhere so
splendidly conspicuous as in war.

Modern wars are not waged for the sake of goods and
chattels. What is at stake is the sublime moral good of
national honor, which has something in the nature of
unconditional sanctity, and compels the individual to
sacrifice himself for it.

ON THE ENGLISH

The hypocritical Englishman, with the Bible in one hand
and a pipe of opium in the other, possesses no redeeming
qualities. The nation was an ancient robber-knight, in
full armor, lance in hand, on every one of the world’s
trade routes.

The English possess a commercial spirit, a love of
money which has killed every sentiment of honor and
every distinction of right and wrong English cow-
ardice and sensuality are hidden behind unctuous,
theological fine talk which is to us free-thinking
German heretics among all the sins of English nature
the most repugnant. In England all notions of honor
and class prejudices vanish before the power of money,
whereas the German nobility has remained poor but
chivalrous. That last indispensable bulwark against the
brutalization of society—the duel—has gone out of
fashion in England and soon disappeared, to be sup-
planted by the riding whip. This was a triumph of
vulgarity. The newspapers, in their accounts of aristo-
cratic weddings, record in exact detail how much each
wedding guest has contributed in the form of presents
or in cash; even the youth of the nation have turned

o

their sports into a business, and contend for valuable
prizes, whereas the German students wrought havoc on
their countenances for the sake of a real or imaginary
honor.

ON JEWS

The Jews at one time played a necessary role in German
history, because of their ability in the management of
money. But now that the Aryans have become accus-
tomed to the idiosyncrasies of Anance, the Jews are no
fonger necessary. The international Jew, hidden in the
mask of different nationalities, is a disintegrating influ-
ence; he can be of no further use to the world. It is
necessary to speak openly about the Jews, undisturbed by
the fact that the Jewish press befouls what is purely
historical eruth.

Does Germany Need Colonies?
Friedrich Fabri

Imperialism swept through Europe with extraordinary force in
the late nineteenth century. Probably the most apparent
motive for the new imperialism was economic. With each
conguest, people expected to develop new commerce and par-
ticularly new markets for manufactured goods. But there was
anothey, perhaps even more important motive: nationalism.
The step between the increasingly assertive nationalism of the
time and the new imperialism was a short one. Both of these
views are veflected by Friedrich Fabyi in his 1879 pamphler,
“Does Germany Need Colonies?” A former inspector of a
German missionary association in South West Africa, Fabr
emphasizes Germany's "cultural mission” in becoming an
imperial power.

CONSIDER: What arguments Fabri mounts to justify
Germany's acquisition of colonies; what Fabri means by
Germany’s “cultural mission” and how that relates to
imperialism.

Should not the German nation, so seaworthy, so industri-
ally and commercially minded, mote than other peoples
geared to agricultural colonization, and possessing a rich
and available supply of labor, all these to a greater extent
than other modern culture-peoples, should not this
nation successfully hew a new path on the road of impe-
rialism? We are convinced beyond doubt that the colo-
nial question has become 2 matter of life-or-death for the

Source: Louis L. Snyder, The imperiafism Reader {New York: D. Van
Mastrand, 1962}, pp. 18-20 as excerpted.
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development of Germany. Colonies will have a salutary
effect on our economic situation as well as on our entire
national progress.

Here is a solution for many of the problems that face
us. In this new Reich of ours there is so much bitter-
ness, so much unfruitful, sour, and poisoned political
wrangling, that the opening of a new, promising road of
national effort will act as a kind of liberating influence.
QOur national spirit will be renewed, a gratifying thing, a
great asset, A people that has been led to a high level
of power can maintain its historical position only as
long as it understands and proves itself to be the bearer
of a culture-mission. At the same time, this is the only
way to stability and to the growth of national welfare,
the necessary foundation for a lasting expansion of
powet.

At one time Germany contributed only intellectual
and literary activity to the tasks of our century. That era
is now over. As a people we have become politically
minded and powerful. But if political power becomes
the primal goal of a nation, it will lead to harshness,
even to barharism. We must be ready to serve for the
ideal, moral, and economic culture-tasks of our time.
The French national-economist, Leroy Beaulieu, closed
his work on colonization with these words: “That na-
tion is the greatest in the world which colonizes most; if
she does not achieve that rank today, she will make it
tomorrow.”

No one can deny that in this direction England has
by far surpassed all other countries. Much has been
said, even in Germany, during the last few decades
about the “disintegrating power of England.” Indeed,
there seems to be something to it when we consider the
Palmerston era and Gladstonian politics. It has been
custornary in our age of military power to evaluate the
strength of a state in terms of its combat-ready troops.
But anyone who looks at the globe and notes the
steadily increasing colonial possessions of Great
Britain, how she extracts strength from them, the skill
with which she governs them, how the Anglo-Saxon
strain occupies a dominant position in the overseas
territories, he will begin to see the military argument as
the reasoning of a philistine.

The fact is that England tenaciously holds on to its
world-wide possessions with scarcely one-fourth the
manpower of our continental military state. That is not
only a great economic advantage but also a striking proof
of the solid power and cultural fiber of England. . . .

It would be wise for us Germans to learn about colo-
nial skills from cur Anglo-Saxon cousins and to begin a
friendly competition with them. When the German
Reich centuries ago stoed at the pinnacle of the states of
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Europe, it was the Number One trade and sea power. If
the New Germany wants (o protect its newly won
position of power for a long time, it must heed its Kulour-
mission and, above all, delay no longer in the task of
renewing the call for colonies.

The White Man’s Burden

Rudyard Kipling

Imperialism was often glovified both by those actively
involved in it and by the public at home. Part of this glovifi-
cation involved perceiving imperialism as a Christian and
nationalistic venture. More broadly it involved portraying
imperialism as a hevoic deed carried out by idealistic leaders
of Western civilization in an effort to spread the “benefits”
of “true civilizvation” to “less advanced” peoples of the
world. One of the most popular expressions of this is found
in the writings of Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), particu-
larly in his poem “The White Man's Burden,” written in
1899 to celebrate the Amervican annexation of the

Philippines.

ConsipER: What Kipling means by “the White Man's
burden”; how Kipling justifies imperialism; why such a justifi-
cation might be so appealing.

Take up the Whire Man's burden—
Send forth the best ye breed-—-
Go, bind your sons to exile
“To serve your captives’ need;
To wait, in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain,
To seek another’s profit
And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man's burden—
The savage wars of peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine,
And bid the sickness cease;

Source: Rudyard Kipling, "The White Man's Burden,” McClure's
Magazins, vol. Xil, no. 4 {February 1829), pp. 2802481,
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And when your goal is nearest
{The end for others sought)
Watch sloth and heathen folly

Bring all your hope to nought.

‘Take up the White Man’s burden—
No iron rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper—
The tale of common things.

The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,

Go, make them with your living
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden,
And reap his old reward—
The blame of those ye better
The hate of those ye guard—
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, slowly!) coward the light—
“Why brought ye us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man's burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness.
By all ye will or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent sullen peoples
Shall weigh your God and you.

Take up the White Man's burden!
Have done with childish days—
The lightly-proffered laurel,
The easy ungrudged praise:

Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years,
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers.

Controlling Africa:
The Standard Treaty
Royal Niger Company

Europeans used many means to gain control over African
lands, the most obvious being force. However, more subtle
means included “treaties,” or what the Europeans could

Source: Edwart Herislet, ed., The Map of Africa by Trealy, 2nd ed.
{London: Her Majesty’s Stationary Office, 1886), vol. |, pp. 467-468,

consider “legal contracts.” During the scramble for Africq,
African chieftains signed hundreds of these documents. The
following document is an example of one of these “standard
treaties” issued in the 1880s by the British firm, the Royal
Niger Company. The company had already been granted ¢
trade monopoly over the area around the Niger River in
West Africa by the British government and was competing
with the French for control over that area. The treaties
would eventually form the basis for creating the British
colomy of Nigeria.

CONSIDER: What the treaties offered to each side; what the
Africans were giving up; why the British found this way of
gaining control so appealing.

We, the undersigned Chiefs of , with-the view to
the bettering of the condition of our country and
people, do this day cede to the Royal Niger Company,
for ever, the whole of our territory extending from

We also give to the said Royal Niger Company full
power to settle all native disputes arising from any cause
whatever, and we pledge ourselves not to enter into any
war with other tribes without the sanction of the said
Royal Niger Company.

We understand that the said Royal Niger Company
have full power to mine, farm, and build in any portion of
OUr COUNtry.

We bind ourselves not to have any inrercourse with
any strangers or foreigners except through the said Royal
Niger Company.

In consideration of the foregoing, the said Royal Niger
Company {Chartered and Limited) bind themselves not
to interfere with any of the native laws or customs of the
country, consistently with the maintenance of order and
good government,

The said Royal Niger Company agree to pay native
owners of land a reasonable amount for any portion they
may require.

The said Royal Niger Company bind themselves to
protect the said Chiefs from the attacks of any neighbor-
ing aggressive tribes.

The said Royal Niger Company also agree to pay the
said Chiefs measures native value,

We, the undersigned witnesses, do hereby solemnly
declare that the Chiefs whose names are placed
opposite their respective crosses have in our presence
affixed their crosses of their own free will and consent,
and that the said has in our presence affixed his
signature.
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Done in triplicate at , this day of ,
188 :
Declaration by interpreter 1, , of , do hereby

solemnly declare that I am well acquainted with the lan-

‘suage of the country, and that on the day of

, 188 , I truly and faithfully explained the

above Agreement to all the Chiefs present, and that they
understoed its meaning.

FIGURE 13.2 {© Bettmann/Corbis}

Imperialism Glorified

George Harcourt

The following 1900 painting by George Harcourt (figure
13.2) conveys some of the meaning of imperialism to Euro-
peans. First displayed at the Royal Academy in 1900, it shows
British soldiers leaving by train for the Boer War in South
Africa. The soldiers are clearly cast in the role of masculine
herces, both in their own eyes and in the eyes of civilians,
young and old. This is further evidenced by the couple in the
centey, representing the epitome of sentimentalized British
masculinity and femininity. For many, imperialism enabled
Europeans to have a sense of adventure and to prove their su-
periority to themselves and the rest of the world. Avoided in

(M

this picture is the reality of the bloodshed and exploitation to
be experienced by these same soldiers and the populations of
the colonized lands.

CONSIDER: How this painting fits with Kipling's description
of “the White Man's burden.”

American Imperialism in Asia:

Independence Day 1859

The Spanish-American War of 1898 led to the Spanish defeat
and withdrawal from Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.
It also occasioned an impassioned debate in the United States
about whether America should follow in Europe’s footsteps
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FIGURE 13.3  (© New York Public Library/Art Resource, NY}

and acquire colonies. The “liberation” of the Philippines led to
a ten-year war against Philippine insurgents who fought for
independence from both Spain and the United States. Ameri-
can imperialists were intevested in the Philippines in large part
because it gave them access to trade and investments in other
Asian countries, especially the fabled China market that
would be able to buy untold quantities of American goods. In
this cartoon (figure 13.3) we see Uncle Sam about to bayonet
a Filipino youth who is trying to defend himself with a sword,
suggesting the massive difference in power between the ULS.
Army and the Philippine insurgents. In back of Uncle Sam,
then President McKinley waves the flag, suggesting the patri-
otism and jingoism that was seen to be behind American
impevialism.

CONSIDER: How Americans were able to vationalize their
support for colonialism with their long opposition to European
imperialism.

Imperialism in Africa

Map 13.1 shows the approximate divisions among indigenous
peoples in the centuries prior to Ewrapean colonization. Map

®
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13.2 (on p. 183) highlights political and cultural divisions in
nineteenth-century Africa prior to 1880. Map 13.3 (on
p. 184) shows the colonial partition of Africa between 1880
and 1914.

‘Together these maps indicate a number of things about im-
perialism in Africa. First, the manner and speed with which
Africa was divided demonstrate the intense competition in-
volved in this late-nineteenth-century imperial expansion.
Second, the European pastition of Africa did not take account
of the already established socidl, political, cultural, and ethnic
divisions among Africans. From this geopolitical perspective
alone, one can imagine some of the disruption to native soci-
eties and cultures caused by imperialism. Third, these maps
help explain problems experienced by Africans after decolo-
nization occurred. The new African nations were generally
formed on the basis of the arbitrary political lines established
by European colonizers. Thus many African countries had to
deal with persisting divisions and rivalries among their popu-
lations, stemming from the ninefeenth-century pastition of
Africa.

ConSIDER: How these maps help explain the effects of
imperialism on Africans.

|
i
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MAP 13.1 Divisfons Among Indlgenous Peoples
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Karl Pearson, “Social Darwinism and Imperialism”

One of the intellectual foundations of the New Imperialism was the doctrine of social Darwinism,
a pseudoscientific application of Darwin’s ideos about biology to notions and races. The impact
of social Darwinism was substantiol. In the sefection that follows, an Englishman, Karl Pearson
(1857-1936), attempts to connect concepts from evolutionary theory—the struggle for survival
and the survival of the fittest—to the development of human sacieties.

] istory shows me one way, and one way only, in which a state of civilisation has
Zd been produced, namely, the struggle of race with race, and the survival of the

physically and mentally fitter race. This dependence of progress on the survival
of the fitter race, terribly black as it may seem to some of you, gives the struggle for
existence its redeeming features; it is the fiery crucible out of which comes the finer
metal. You may hope for a time when the sword shall be turned into the ploughshare,
when American and German and English traders shall no longer compete in the markets
of the world for raw materials, for their food supply, when the white man and the dark
shall share the soil between them, and each till it as he fists, But, believe me, when that
day comes mankind will no longer progress; there will be nothing to check the fertility of
inferior stock; the relentless law of heredity will not be controlled and guided by natural
selection. Man will stagnate. . . The path of progress is strewn with the wreck of nations;
traces are everywhere to he seen of the hecatombs of inferior races, and of victims who
found not the narrow way to the greater perfection. Yet these dead peoples are, in very
truth, the stepping stones on which mankind has arisen to the higher intellectual and
deeper emotional life of today.

Questions
l. What role did Pearson assign race in the dynamic of historical development?

2. According to Pearson, what would be the consequences of the failure of
European peoples to dominate the giobe!

3. How would you explain Pearson's certainty that history is the story
of progress and that his society represented the pinnacle of human
development?

Pearson, Karl. Natiorrol Life from the Standpoint of Sciznce, 2nd ed, {Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 19073,
op. 21,2627, 6%, g T e . '
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Vladimir Lenin on Imperialism, 1916

The Russion Communist leader Viadimir Lenin brought o socialist perspective to the debate over
imperialism, Linking imperialism to advanced capitalism, Lenin sow the establishiment of overseas
colonies as evidence that capitalism was reaching its final phase, In Lenin’s view, once further
global expansion was ne longer possible, the collapse of capitalism would begin in earnest. As you
read the excerpt from Lenin’s writing on imperiolism included below, pay particular ottention to
the way he used Marxist ideas to interpret the previous century of world history.

Imperialism, as a Special Stage of Capitalism

[. . ] lmperialism emerged as the development and direct continuation of the fundamental
characteristics of capitalism in general. But capitalism only became capitalist imperial-
ism at a definite and very high stage of its development, when certain of its fundamental
characteristics began to change into their opposites, when the features of the epoch of
transition from capitalism to a higher social and economic system had taken shape and
revealed themselves all along the line. Economically, the main thing in this process is
the displacement of capitalist free competition by capitalist monopoly. Free competition
is the fundamental characteristic of capitalism, and of commodity production generally;
monopoly is the exact opposite of free competition, but we have seen the latter being
transformed into monopoly before our eyes, creating large-scale industry and forcing out
small industry, replacing large-scate by still larger-scale industry, and carrying concentra-
tion of production and capital to the point where out of it has grown and is growing
monopoly: cartels, syndicates and trusts, and merging with them, the capital of a dozen
or so banks, which manipulate thousands of millions. At the same time the monopolies,
which have grown out of free competition, do not eliminate the latter, but exist over it
and alongside of it, and thereby give rise to a number of very acute, intense antagonisms,
frictions and conflices. Monopoly is the transition from capitalism to a higher system.

If it were necessary to give the briefest possible definition of imperialism we should
have to say that imperialism is the monopoly stage of capitalism. Such a definition would
include what is most important, for, on the one hand, finance capital is the bank capital
of a few very big monopolist banks, merged with the capital of the monopolist combines
of industrialists; and, on the other hand, the division of the world is the transition from
a colonial policy which has extended without hindrance to territories unseized by any
capitalist power, to a colonial policy of monopolistic possession of the territory of the
world which has been completely divided up.

Lenin, Viadimir. Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism (Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing House, no date),
pp. bl EX 257 0 e e e e : ' i
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