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Learning Jigsaw:

Roman, Judean, and Christian Influences 

On Democratic Ideas

PART I: THE ROMAN REPUBLIC AND EMPIRE

I. Establishing a Republic

1.) What was it about the geography of Rome that made it so easy to unify?

2.) What type of government did the Romans set up? Use the words republic and consul.

a.) What is a dictator, and when/why did Romans choose one? How long did they serve?

3.) Who made up the bulk of the Roman population?


Define plebeians- 

a.) Why did they demand equality?

b.) Define the following:

i. Tribunes-

ii. Veto-

iii. Twelve Tables-

4.) What was the lasting legacy of the Roman plebeians?

5.) Julius Caesar: Military commander who became emperor of Rome in 51 B.C., died in 44 B.C.


a.) Why did he take power?

b.) What reforms (changes) did he make to Rome?

c.) Who killed him, and why?

II. Roman Law

1.) Two systems of law:
a. Civil law-

i. Who does it apply to?

b. Law of nations-

i. What is the law of nations based on?

ii. What did it inspire?

2.) Common Principles:

III. Greco-Roman Civilization
1.) What cultures came together to form Roman culture?
2.) Who preserved Greco-Roman ideas?
PART II: PRINCIPLES OF JUDAISM
· The Romans conquered Palestine in the east (today officially called Israel), and its capital city of Jerusalem in 63 B.C.

· Inhabitants of this area practiced a monotheistic religion. They prayed to one God only, and had a very unique relationship with Him.

I. Teachings on Law and Morality
1.) The Ten Commandments


a.) Who is the “lawgiver” to the Jews?


b.) What do the Ten Commandments stress?


c.) To whom do they apply?

2.) The Seven Universal Laws


a.) To whom do they apply?


b.) What do they establish?

3.) An Ethical Worldview


a.) What happens if you disregard the law?


b.) What are “ethics”?


c.) What does “God created man in His own image” mean?
d.) Why do Jews make their leaders obey the law?
PART III: THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY
- Christianity emerged as a small religion, or sect, during the Pax Romana (Roman Peace).
- Its leader/founder was a Jewish man named Jesus of Nazareth.

I. Jesus of Nazareth

1. Summarize Jesus’ main message.

2. What did Jesus say were a person’s main responsibilities?

II. Christianity Spreads

1.) What did Paul spread all over the Roman Empire?

2.) What was the New Testament?

3.) Why were Christians persecuted?

4.) What was the appeal of Christianity to many people in the Roman empire?

5.) When did persecution of Christians end?


a.) What was Constantine’s Edict of Milan?
