Name ______________
“Secret of the Wild Child”

1. What kind of behavior did Genie exhibit when she was first found at age 13?

2. Describe Genie’s ability to learn to use language properly. How much progress in language development did Genie make?

3. What conclusions can you draw from this case about a critical period, or “window of opportunity” to learn language? Are the results conclusive? (Meaning, are they supported by Genie’s story?)

4. Why is Genie given the name “Genie”?

5. Your own opinion: What makes us human? What do the cases of Victor, Genie, and other “feral children” tell us about raw human nature?
