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Fact or Claim?

Grades 6-8 Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills 

Research, Evidence, and Point of View

2. Students distinguish fact from opinion in historical narratives and stories.
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When reading and writing information, it is important to distinguish facts from claims.  Use the definitions and examples below to help you complete the exercises.

Fact — A fact is something that is known to be true.
 

Examples:  California has the largest population of all of the United States.

                   Washington D.C. is the capitol of the United States.

Claim – A claim includes an interpretation, personal view, or belief about an issue. 

Examples:  California is by far the best state in which to live.

 Washington D.C. is an ugly city.
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Support the following claims on the left with facts on the right side of the chart.

	Claim
	Fact/Evidence

	Although the San Francisco 49ers have had a few bad years, they have had the most glorious history of any NFL team.


	Example:

The 49ers, a professional football team based in San Francisco, California won the Super Bowl 5 times.

	The California laws that give restricted licenses to sixteen year olds are completely unfair.


	

	American Idol is the absolute worst TV show on the air.


	



Write “F” next to the statement below if it is a FACT.  Write a “C” next to the statement if it is a CLAIM.
5th Grade

_____  George Washington was the first president of the United States.

______ Benjamin Franklin was the most important colonial inventor.
______ The Battle of Saratoga was the turning point of the American Revolution.
______ The Stamp Act was repealed.
______ The colony of Pennsylvania was very tolerant of religious diversity.
8th grade


  Thomas Jefferson wrote the majority of the Declaration of Independence.


  The Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments to the Constitution.


  Congress passed the Indian Removal Act in 1830.


  The North was likely to win the Civil War because of its obvious strengths over the 

               South before the war even began.


  Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction most effectively restored the Union after the Civil War.

  11th grade

  The Chinese Exclusion Act barred Chinese immigration into American for ten years and  

  was later extended.

  The United States entered World War I in 1917.

               President Hoover was ineffective in dealing with the problems that were created by the Stock Market Crash of 1929.

  President Kennedy’s handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1961 was worthy of praise.


  President Nixon resigned his office in August of 1974.


Look back at the statements that you marked with a “C” for claim.  Write down the words or phrases that helped you to identify these statements as claims.  For example, in the sentence “American Idol is the absolute worst TV show on the air,” you might write down the words “absolutely worst” because these words show the author’s claims about reality shows.
What do the words or phrases above have in common? 

Read the following passage about the Civil War.  Underline sentences that show the authors’ claims.  Then circle the words or phrases that helped you to identify these statements as claims.

The most important figure in the western theater of war was Ulysses S. Grant.  A graduate of West Point, Grant had served in the Mexican War.  He later resigned from the army and then pursued a variety of business ventures with mixed results.  When the Civil War broke out, Grant quickly volunteered for service with the Union army.  Grant’s determination and aggressiveness in battle set him apart at a time when General McClellan’s sluggish leadership in the East frustrated the president.  “I can’t spare this man,” Lincoln said of Grant. “He fights.”
Source: Stuckey, Sterling and Linda Kerrigan Salvucci. A Call to Freedom. Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2000. p. 585.

Discuss: What types of words did the authors use to indicate their claims?  

Note: There are many ways to express claims, however, they are often found in descriptive adjectives and adverbs.

Steps for Developing an Argument

To generate an argument based on evidence without using personal opinion words, complete the following steps.  


Step One: Research evidence that addresses the question.

Evidence: 

· Four out of the top 10 shows for the week of April 12-18, 2004 were reality shows.

· These shows included: The Apprentice, Survivor, The Amazing Race and The Bachelor.

Step Two:  Draft an answer to the question based on your evidence.  Make sure to remove or replace words that imply personal thoughts on the matter to form a solid argument.

First draft: I think Americans have become far too addicted to reality television.

Argument: Americans have become fascinated with reality television.

Or even better


Argument: Americans have had a growing fascination with reality television over the last five years.


Thesis Statements

The thesis is the primary or controlling argument in a piece of historical writing.  It is the main idea that the author is attempting to convince the readers to believe.  In an essay this is almost always found in your introductory paragraph.  It must be supported by evidence and analysis in the writing.  The thesis is often the answer to an historical question.

Steps to developing a thesis from evidence:

1. Rewrite the question in your own words.

2. List your evidence.

3. Categorize and evaluate your evidence; form an argument based on what you can prove.

4. State your thesis clearly and concisely.



Thesis + Preview of Evidence

When writing a well-developed composition or essay, authors often include a preview of the evidence in their thesis statements.  This preview of evidence describes the structure of your composition and how you will use the evidence to support your thesis. This is a very helpful way to organize your essay.  The preview of evidence lists the main points of evidence you will explain in the body; in other words, each of the main points supports your thesis and will have its own body paragraph.
Using the “because”, “by”, “due to” or “were” clause to preview evidence

First, clearly state your thesis, and then list your main points of evidence in support of the thesis (your “because” clause).  For example: 

Consider: What will the topics of the three body paragraphs be in the Civil War example above?  
Consider: What will the topics of the three body paragraphs be in the Civil War example above?


[image: image2]

5th Grade Topic Sentence Practice

Question: How was political power and government divided between the King and the colonists?

Directions: Circle the topic sentences that best answer the above prompt, question.

1. The King lived in England.

2. In the British colonies, governing was shared between the King of England and the British colonies.

3. There were 13 British colonies.

4. The King had some power, but the colonists ran their own affairs.

5. 
The British came to America to find gold.

Practice Writing a Thesis Statement

1) Clearly state your argument (your side) as a fact.

2) Answer the question (prompt)

3) Be proven in your essay

4) Be the main idea of your essay

5) Mention Bing, Bang, and Bongo (preview of evidence)
A Strong Thesis?

The following thesis statements attempt to answer the prompt.  Choose the ones that are STRONG thesis statements.  For the others, what are they missing?


Example:


Essay Question:  How did industrialization change life for 






American workers?

A Strong Thesis:  Workers’ lives in America became much worse during 
industrialization due to longer hours, unsafe conditions, and low pay.


A Strong Thesis:  Workers’ lives in America improved during industrialization 
because women had more job choices and the decreased prices and increased 
variety of consumer goods led to a higher standard of living.

Your Turn:

Essay Question:  Why did the United States rise to become an 





imperialist power at the end of the 19th century 






and the beginning of the 20th century?

Thesis 1:  
Economic, political, and military competition combined with a belief in the racial and cultural superiority of Anglo-Saxons contributed to the rise of American imperialism.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 2:
The United States annexed Hawaii.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 3: 
The rise of the United States as an imperialist power in the late 19th and early 20th centuries resulted in the United States’ occupation of Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Cuba. 


Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 4: 
The imperialist aims of the United States government during the late 19th and early 20th centuries were justified for many reasons. 

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 5:  
The rise of the United States as an imperial power and its expansionist agenda cannot be justified because these actions failed to consider the desire of the local peoples and violated the Declaration of Independence by denying self-government to newly acquired territories.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 6:  Was the United States effective as an imperial power?

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 7:  The United States rose as an imperialist power in the late 19th and early 20th centuries because Americans believed that the growth of United States’ economy was dependent on exports, that the United States had a right to intervene abroad to help keep foreign markets open, and that the closing of an area to American products, citizens, or ideas threatened the survival of the United States.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Turning a Prompt into a Thesis Statement

Answer each prompt with a strong thesis statement.

Prompt 1:  How were the powerful monarchies of northern Europe in the 1400s different from their predecessors?
Thesis 1:

Prompt 2:  What were the motives for the Spanish and Portuguese voyages of discovery?
Thesis 2:

Prompt 3:  How did the northern Renaissance affect culture in Germany, England, France, and Spain?
Thesis 3:

Paragraph Parts
	Thesis or Claim
	Evidence
	Supporting Evidence
	Analysis
	Concluding Sentence

	· Can be the topic sentence

· First sentence of the paragraph

· Main idea of the paragraph

· Argument that will be proven with evidence and analysis in the paragraph

· When the paragraph stands alone, answers the question or prompt
	· Facts, examples and / or generalizations that support the mini-thesis

· The PROOF for the mini-thesis
	· Builds on the evidence

· Provides an additional example on the same topic and/or an example with greater detail

· Can be numbers, statistics, quotations, details or further elaboration of the evidence
	· Explains how the evidence and supporting evidence prove the thesis

· Provides explanation, interpretation, evaluation, connection, or insight

· Advances your claim by linking the evidence to your mini-thesis

· The “so what” or “why is this significant”
	· Last sentence of the paragraph

· Restates the thesis in different words

· Summarizes the claim you have supported


Exercise A














Turn the following facts on the left into claims on the right side of the chart.





Fact�
Claim�
�



The Warriors are a professional basketball team based in Oakland.


�
�
�



California requires students to attend school between the ages of six and eighteen.


�
�
�



Britney Spears had her first number one album in 1999 at age 18.





�
�
�






Practice A1





Practice A2 





Practice A3





Practice A4





Practice A5  





  Example B





Question:  What role have reality shows played in American television viewing habits over the last five years?








  Exercise C  











Example C1 – Notice how the question was restated and answered in the argument, and any opinion words were removed.





Question:  How did the economic consequences of the Black Plague affect the social status and power of the nobility and the Church?





Argument: 


The economic impact of the Black Plague caused the nobility and the Church to lose power and wealth in the 1300s. 





Evidence: 


Because of the shrunken labor supply, nobles were forced to more for farm labor and finished luxury products and lower their rents, while serfs and peasants chose to move to the cities to pursue craft industries.


Noble landowners passed repressive new legislation to freeze peasant wages at pre-Plague levels, sparking violent peasant revolts.


Local artisans and trade guilds gained economic and political power because of the demand for their goods, which made it difficult for the traditional “containers of monarchy”, the nobility and Church, to assert their dominance in the cities.








Practice C2 








Select one of the following questions based on your knowledge of the topic and recopy that below.  List evidence from your prior knowledge, and form an argument based on that evidence. 





Question: Why did the Renaissance begin in Northern Italy?





B.  Question: How did humanism affect culture and the arts in fourteenth- and fifteenth century Italy?





C.  Question: Analyze the causes of Italy’s political decline in the late thirteenth and early fourteenth century.








Question:____________________________________________________________________________








Three to four examples of evidence:





 


 


 








Argument:


























Exercise D 








Example D1 – Thesis + preview:





Disneyland is the best amusement park, because it is clean, has fun rides, and has good food.








Example D2 – Historical Thesis + preview:





The U.S. Civil War was the most important event in American history because it killed more Americans than any other war, it destroyed more of our natural resources than any other event in our history, and it created hatred and prejudice between Americans that remains strong today.





     The Roman Empire was weakened by ineffectual leadership, a declining economy, and barbarian 


     invasion.





Workers’ lives in America became much worse during industrialization due to longer hours, unsafe conditions, and low pay.





The strongest motivations for the exploration of the new world were wealth and personal glory.








Practice D4





Select one of the following questions based on your knowledge of the topic.   If needed, research and categorize evidence to formulate your thesis.  Complete the thesis by filling in the blanks with the argument and a “because”, “by”, or “were” clause to preview the evidence as in the preceding example.





A. How did humanism affect Italian Renaissance culture?





Humanism (insert argument) _______________ Italian Renaissance culture because/by/through _________________________, _______________________________, and _____________________________________.





B. Analyze the religious, economic, and political causes of Italy’s political decline.


Italy’s political power declined because  _________________________________________________, ____________________________________, and ______________________________________.





Example D3 – Restating the question with an argument and adding the evidence preview





Thesis statements containing previews of evidence can be developed by evaluating evidence to develop the argument, rewriting the question with an argument, and filling in the evidence preview.  


Question: 


Was the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki justified?





Thesis + Preview Frame: 


The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ______ justified because __________________________, _____________________________________, and ________________________________________.





Thesis + Preview of Evidence:


The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was justified because it avenged American losses at Pearl Harbor, it forced the Japanese to surrender, and it saved American lives.


�






C. In what areas was the American home front affected by World War I?





The American home front was (insert argument) ____________________ affected by World War I in the areas of ________________________________________, _________________________________, and _____________________________________.





Notice how the question didn’t allow for “because” or “were” but could still be completed in a similar manner.





D. Was Reconstruction successful? Why or why not?


Reconstruction was (insert argument) ________________________ because _________________________, __________________________________, and __________________________________________.
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